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The little mermaid lives in a beautiful castle in the deep 
blue sea. She lives with her five sisters and her father, 
the Merking. Her sisters tell her stories of the world. 




They tell her stories of ships and people, stories of 
music and songs, stories of the sun, the moon and 
the stars. 

The little mermaid wants to go and see the world. 
'When can I swim up to see the world?' 
says the little mermaid. 




Very soon it is the little mermaid's birthday. 

Tm so happy,' she says to her sisters. 'Now I'm old | 

enough to swim up and see the world.' 

'Yes, today is a special day,' say her sisters. 




The little mermaid swims up and up and up! She 
sees the sun in the sky and birds flying in the sky. 
She hears the birds singing and the water splashing 
on the beach. She sees children playing on the 
beach and laughing. 
'The world is wonderful!' she says. 



The next day the little mermaid tells her sisters that 

she wants to swim up and see the world at night. 

'Please come with me,' she says. 

The world is dark at night,' says one of her sisters. 

There's nothing to see,' says another sister. 'Our 

world here at the bottom of the sea is always 

colourful and beautiful. Stay here with us.' 

'No,' she says. ( l can go alone. I want to see the 

moon and the stars!' 



Suddenly the sky becomes dark and the wind 
blows. The sea becomes rough, and there are big 
waves. The little mermaid hears thunder, and she 
sees lightning in the sky. There is a storm, a terrible 
storm! 



The big waves hit the ship! The wind blows and 
blows and the ship turns over. 

The Prince falls into the sea. He falls down, down, 
down to the bottom of the deep blue sea! 
The little mermaid quickly swims down, down, 
down and saves the Prince. 




The little mermaid swims to the beach with the 
Prince. The Prince is very tired. He opens his eyes 
and smiles at the little mermaid. 

Thank you,' he says. 'But please don't go. Stay 
here with me.' 



'I can't,' says the little mermaid. And she swims 
home to her sisters. 

'I must tell you about the storm, 5 says the little 
mermaid. And she tells her sisters the story of the 
Prince's birthday party, the beautiful lights, the 
music, the dancing and the terrible storm. 



'I don't want to be a mermaid, I want to be a girl. I 
want to have legs and dance with the handsome 
Prince,' says the little mermaid 

'That's impossible!' say her sisters. 'You're a silly 
little mermaid. Mermaids can never be girls!' 




'Come here,' says one sister. 'I want to tell 
you a secret! You can have legs and you 
can be a girl. You must go to the Merwitch. 
She can help you, but you must give her 
your tail! 




The little mermaid swims to a dark, ugly place. 
There are no beautiful, colourful sea plants. There is 
ugly, grey seaweed. 

There are no beautiful, colourful fish. There are ugly, 
grey sea worms and... a tree with mermaids' tails! 




'What do you want?' says the Merwitch. 
f l want to be a girl/ says the little mermaid. 
' can 9 ive y°u a magic drink, but... you must give 
me your beautiful tail!' says the Merwitch. 
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The little 



swims to the beach and drinks 
the magic drink. Her sisters stay behind a rock. 
They see the Merwitch swim home with the little 
mermaid's beautiful tail. 
'Our little sister's a girl now,' say the sisters 





m 




In the morning the Prince sees the little mermaid 
sleeping. He goes to her and looks at her beautiful 
face. The little mermaid opens her eyes and smiles. 
'I know you,' says the Prince! 'You're the mermaid! 
The beautiful mermaid from the storm!' 




'I'm not a mermaid now,' she says. M'm a girl.' 
'You're my beautiful mermaid from the sea,' says 
the Prince, M'm a very happy man and 1 want to stay 
with you forever!' 




See, hear or tell? 



1 Can you remember the story? 
Write the correct words in the sentences. 



see/sees hear/hears tell/tells 
Examples: 

- The little mermaid's sisters ...t^U her 

stories of the world. 

- The little mermaid ...P.egp. the sun in the sky. 

- The little mermaid . . hs&xp. . . . . the children 
laughing on the beach. 

1 The little mermaid's sisters her 

stories of ships and people, stories of music 
and songs and stories of the sun, the moon 
and the stars. 

2 The little mermaid the birds flying in 

the sky. 

3 The little mermaid the water 

splashing on the beach. 

4 The little mermaid her sisters that 

she wants to the world at night. 

5 The little mermaid lights on the ship 

and music playing. 

6 There is a terrible storm. The little mermaid can 

thunder and can lightning 

in the sky. 

7 The little mermaid's sister wants to 

her a secret. 



22 • ACTIVITIES 



Yes or no? 



2 Look and read. Write yes or no. 




1 The little mermaid swims to a 
beautiful place. 

2 The seaweed is grey. 

3 The worms are colourful. 

4 There's a tree with mermaids' tails. 

5 The Merwitch is ugly. 

6 The little mermaid wants to be a Merwitch. 

7 The little mermaid gives the Merwitch 
a magic drink. 

8 The Merwitch wants the little mermaid's tail. 
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Necks and tails 



3 Write the words in the right boxes. The letters 
b, d, f, h, k, I and t have 'necks'. The letters g, j, 
p, q, and y have 'tails'. 



asleep 




legs 
ship 



beach 
flying 
lightning 
sky 



beautiful 
girls 

merwitch 
tail 



birthday 
happy 

people 
ugly 



Example: 
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Picture crossword 

4 Look at the pictures and write the words in the 
crossword. 



Across Down 
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ACTIVITIES • 25 



Colour! 



5 Unscramble the words and point to them in the 
picture. Then colour the picture. 

SFIH WSEDEAE KORSC 

REIMDAM HPSI MROW 
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What's the Prince's name? 





6 Write the word under each picture. 
Look at the number next to the 
spaces. This number tells you what 
letter to write on the line below. 
For example the first word is STAR. 
The number is 3 so the letter is A. 

The Prince's name is A 




1 e T®£ (3) 




4 



X (3) 




7 _A_ (1) 
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G 




5 M 




8 C 




(D 3 



1 1 



(5) 6 N 



(6) 9 S 



(7) 




(1) 
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Message in a bottle 



7 Cross out one letter in every box and read the 
message. 

The first word is The'. 





V 




T/E> 


Wh 


Ve 




x/l 


j/i 


z/t 


■ 

VI 


l/x 


k/e 


m/q 


e/t 


r/y 


j/m 


k/a 


s/i 


x/l 


o/d 


v/q 


e/x 


' r/s 




PAN 


x/r 


i/k 


m/n 


c/p 


e/x 


A/Z 


l/e 


q/e 


w/x 


a/t 


k/n 




m/d 



c/d [ v/e [ r/y 





The 
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Now write your own message. 
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Picture Dictionary 





wind : 



thunder : 




ightning : 




give 



take 



beautiful 




swim : 



handsome 




splash 



ugly : 




fall : 



dark : 




colourful 




dance 



rough : 
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fly: 



open : 




blow : 




hear : 




laugh : 




sing : 




f 



■ 



smile : 
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The little mermaid lives in a magical, beautiful place at the 
bottom of the sea, but she wants to see what the world is 
like. When she visits it she falls in love with a prince. What 
will the little mermaid have to do to be able to have a life in 
the world with the man she loves? 

■ Beautiful illustrations captivate the imagination and make 
understanding easy 

■ Simple, repetitive language will soon have children 
memorising the story 

■ Games and language activities after the story make 
practising English fun 

m A picture dictionary at the end of the book 
encourages vocabulary acquisition 

■ An audio recording of the story in full is downloadable 
free of charge from the Black Cat website: 
www.blackcat-cideb.com 

■ A playscript of the story is available on the website 
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This volume without the side coupon is to 
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